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FREMANTLE HOSPITAL — EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT SITE 

548. Mr M.H. TAYLOR to the Minister for Health: 

I begin by acknowledging the principal, deputy principal and student leadership from West Balcatta Primary 
School in the electorate of Balcatta. I also acknowledge the students and teachers from Carcoola Primary School 
in North Pinjarra in the electorate of Murray–Wellington. 

I refer to the closure of the emergency department at Fremantle Hospital. Can the minister advise what will now 
be located on that site? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I was down at Fremantle Hospital last week at what was the emergency department, which has now been 
converted by the government into a 50-bed day surgery unit that doubles the capacity of that unit. From now on, 
all patients who need surgery at the hospital will feed through that unit at the start, and then through to wards if 
required, or for day surgery. There will be 50 chairs available for day surgery that will allow people to move 
quickly and easily. The critical importance of that is that in the old days, when there was an emergency 
department there, people who were coming for wait-list surgery would quite often have their surgery cancelled 
by being bumped by people coming in with emergencies. That will no longer happen. 

It was very interesting seeing on the news afterwards the absolutely hypocritical and political opportunism of the 
Labor Party on this issue. We had the member for Fremantle jumping up and down saying that we should keep 
the emergency department and we should never have closed it, and the shadow Leader of the Opposition — 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am sorry, the shadow minister—a bit of a boost—saying this was a wasted opportunity. 
How quickly they forget what their policy used to be and where that decision came from! It does not relate only 
to the constantly interjecting member for Fremantle — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Fremantle! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It also relates to the member in front of her, the member for West Swan. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member for West Swan was on the Reid review committee — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, it is very difficult. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I cannot say anything without constant interjections. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: That’s because you’re saying stupid things. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Fremantle, yesterday I pulled the Minister for Health up for shouting 
across at the member for Mandurah, so let the member answer. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I was referring to the Reid review and the member for West Swan. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Recommendation 28 states — 

With the development of the new Southern Tertiary Hospital, Fremantle Hospital should be — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: To continue — 
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… Fremantle Hospital should be reconfigured to provide rehabilitation, mental health and aged care 
services and primary/community care. 

Primary care is GPs in the community. Community care is non-government organisations or outpatient clinics, 
neither of which is an emergency department. How do we know what that meant? How are we sure that is what 
it meant? It is because the Department of Health worked off those recommendations with the support of my 
favourite ex-minister of the Labor Party — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Jim McGinty—say his name! 
Dr K.D. HAMES: — Mr McGinty. We only have to turn to the medical services framework put out by the 
Labor Party of the day in 2004–05, which was confirmed by us in 2011–12 and 2015–16, that has ED emergency 
care “nil”, “nil” under the former Labor government. I shows “nil”, “nil” emergency services at that hospital. For 
those members opposite to pretend that was not their policy is an absolute nonsense. Mr Adshead reported when 
he commented on this — 

The previous Labor Government’s decision to close Fremantle hospital — 
Ms R. Saffioti: Say his name! 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, do you want to have a rest? 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I could take the member for West Swan’s initiative to try to prolong my answer. I could say 
everything twice, and everything I said I could say again—I could say again! She only did it 19 times in 
10 minutes, but the leader of the Labor Party, in one sentence, twice repeated each component of the three parts 
of the sentence. I will conclude on that because all I will do is double the length of my answer. 
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